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The last decade has seen a phenomenal expansion and globalisation of private security. Increasingly,
transnational security companies see Africa and other ‘emerging economies’ as lucrative markets,
with important implications for the domestic politics of protection. This paper argues that the
privatisation and globalisation of security must be understood in the context of broader
transformations in global governance, and that private security companies are increasingly emerging
as important agents of non-state authority. Using the city of Cape Town as a case study, the paper
illustrates how global private security is part of reconfigured structures of agency and authority in the
international system and how public/private, global/local security networks play increasingly
important roles in African politics.



