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Introduction

It is a great honour to have been invited to participate in this first AEGIS Conference.  I wish to acknowledge colleagues who conceived of the inclusion of librarians in the core of AEGIS – for it is only through sharing of knowledge with scholars that the importance of libraries and collections in knowledge generation can be reinforced.
Improving the understanding of contemporary African societies is neither a luxury nor a noble job for scholars nor an easy occupation for librarians.  

In the global world we live in, all societies are related. The fate, fortune and developments of one society have an impact on developmental and life processes of others. The understanding of this interrelationship of humanity is fundamental to building the Knowledge Society that the World aspires to. Understanding presupposes access to reliable sources of information, independent analysis of issues and open communication. These prerequisites apply to individuals, groups as well as societies. Access to one’s culture and local information is a base for self-knowledge, self-confidence, dignity and a well-developed sense of comfort in one’s skin. This provides a confidence in one’s world-view and is the foundation for engagement, in equality, with other world views, in the process of living, learning and understanding of the applicability of human rights to all. 

The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) believes in the freedom of access to information and the freedom of expression. Access to information lies at the heart of the Information Society, and the Knowledge Society. But this access is not equally guaranteed to all of humanity, especially among African communities. The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) is a major process that seeks to draw attention to the importance of information, processes, tools, skills and attitudes required for global communication and access to information, and is summarised in the  Declaration as:

“A people –centred, inclusive and development oriented Information Society, where everyone can create, access, utilise and share information and knowledge, enabling individuals, communities and peoples to achieve their full potential in promoting their sustainable development and improving their quality of life”.
For IFLA this is not a summit about information communication technologies (ICT) projects and stimulating media industries. It is a framework for addressing the information access divide. Information is broadly defined as data, facts and figures that have been processed to become meaningful, when these are available to a user.  Access to information in the developing world and specifically in the majority of African populations is dependent, primarily, on orally shared information, supported through limited access to information available on print and radio-based information communicated in local languages.  The 21st century has brought into play electronic access to information which is dependent on complex information communication technology infrastructure (ICT), which is poorly distributed to the majority of the African populations or is unaffordable. The digital tools (ICT) that facilitate information availability in the developed world thus exacerbate barriers to information access for the majority of African populations on account of numerous factors as stated, including the lack of requisite high level and varied types of needed literacy skills.  Hence all of these factors are referred to as the information access divide. IFLA considers the importance of the WSIS process as a public and global acknowledgement that information and knowledge are centred around people and their diverse knowledge systems; that harnessing this diversity is essential for creating favourable conditions for a true knowledge society, that  is dependent of equitable access to needed information by humanity. 

It is important that at this AEGIS conference researchers hold panels and hold discussions on the arts, history, gender, economics, development and sociology. Scholarly exchange will stimulate the academic debate and enhance understanding. 
But how is research and scholarly communications related to the development of the Knowledge society in Africa? It is important to address issues on information and communication of knowledge in Africa in a comprehensive way. Valuable research work  should be done in this area.
I believe that the AEGIS Scholars and AEGIS Librarians need to explore and share strategies for “Bridging the Information Divide” that is prevalent in Africa: It occurs within the various communities for example between the non-reading and literacy dependent information gatherers; between scholars who work on African research questions based in Africa and those based in  research institutions in the developed world Zeleza,(1997) Mkandawire (1998)Cooperative approach in the sharing of scholarly outputs among these researchers, will assure better access to products of research conducted in Africa, but published abroad; stimulate knowledge creation and its analysis by local researchers and communities  thus  stimulate rigour in the critical analysis of  local  research issues, by both the research groups as well as through debates with the owners of the  knowledge that is the subject of research.
I invite us all, as partners, to look into these issues, which are central to the successful development of a knowledge society:


- 
indigenous knowledge systems, production of local content in local 
languages as a basis of freedom of expression and creation of a 
view point that acknowledges the validity of local cultures, which have, for a long time, been ignored by those schooled in Western education;


- 
the imbalance o between knowledge production by the North and   information  consumption by the South  as well as  dependencies for publication in Western journals for development of research in developing countries;

- 
the digital divide and the potential for the emergence of knowledge 
imperialism;


Building  an inclusive knowledge society in Africa 

It is our view that the time for building inclusive knowledge communities of Africa has come. The process needs to start with a dialogue among significant stakeholders for scholarly communications: researchers on African issues, representatives of African communities who are the subject of research, and conservators of knowledge and information service providers, such as archivists and librarians. It is notable, that when scholars meet, the voice of significant stakeholders: the owners of traditional/ indigenous knowledge who contribute the data and are mined through research activities, is normally not included in the discussion of knowledge created.  Time has come to open discussions on African local content creation from a position of equal footing, recognising that one stakeholder cannot work without the other. 

How can we create an ongoing dialogue and devise a strategy for a circular movement of sources: information and communication activities that meet the researchers’ information quest; enhance local information sharing among the owners of indigenous knowledge, with the participation of researchers, through oral communication in the mother tongue ( basis of data collection), as well as satisfy scholarly communication standards required by refereed journals? that is:

-
strengthen indigenous knowledge sharing among African communities, in the local languages; 

-
facilitate the representation of  the indigenous viewpoint in the 
scholarly products that  are conserved  as  heritage data  

-
provide access to scholarly communications published in the first 
world scholarly journals  through local archives and libraries, both 
as the output of the local knowledge and as scholarly communications?

One of the goals I formulated as IFLA-president is, " building global communication that unites the electronic information rich with the oral information rich. I would want to see the two worlds complement one another in creating an information rich society regardless of medium of transmission."  In considering how to facilitate the development of such a symbiotic information relationship, one needs to consider the process of knowledge creation that relies on local informants as facilitators of to information access and knowledge creation.
The view that the local community only serves as an object of investigations and research is outdated. In a knowledge society all have access to information, particularly access to information that has been collected about one self. It seems to us that modern research can fully contribute to the emerging information and knowledge society, only if it respects the moral right of local communities, who are the subjects of research, to have access to the information collected by research, about themselves, in the medium of communication that is available to them. 
It is normally expected that researchers deposit the products of their research in archives and libraries that hold legal deposit rights for the countries where research was done. Assuming that the legal deposit system operates according to intentions, does this system, in principle and reality, adequately address the moral right of access to information to the subjects of the research?

What are the morally predicated (in contrast to the Western defined legal rights of producers) shared intellectual property rights of African communities on whom researchers on African subject fields depend for access to local, traditional or indigenous information.  The data obtained is analysed, synthesised: thus value is added, to produce scholarly communications which are published in a foreign language. Benefits derived are the resultant status of individual researchers and publications.  What are the benefits to the larger community upon whom research data is based, when the communication is in a foreign language, and the published product is unaffordable to local repositories for use by locally based researchers?
In addressing the topic of building knowledge community I focus on Africa.  I recognise that Africa is not homogenous, nonetheless, I present a broad brush approach to issues under discussion. 

I propose that we begin a dialogue and search for entry points into the process of creating a collective consciousness among all stakeholders about the moral responsibility for the creation of resources on local content that is accessible to its owners. Deliberate decisions need to be taken to facilitate actions that results in products of research activity being retained in the  local spoken languages in which the research data was collected, so as  to benefit local communities.  

Research outputs in local languages

Across the fifty-two countries that form Africa communication of indigenous knowledge is in a variety of local African languages. Yet the scholarly communication that is published, based on research about, and on these communities, is in the languages of the economy.  English, French, Portuguese.
It is local knowledge held by the local community, through its variety of indigenous knowledge:  vested  in languages, cultural uniqueness, that is the object of research. These communication systems serve as  basic sources of information for researchers who work  at this level. It is usual that local/ indigenous knowledge is extracted through the use of research assistants who contribute their understanding of the language and mores of the community  or  distinct group that is subject of the research as well as learn from the researcher appropriate research codes.  The research data is analysed. It ultimately becomes scholarly outputs as theses, published as articles in refereed journals and perhaps accessible through local libraries.

This process is well articulated by Fardon (1990, 4) when he discusses the role of principal informants, in contrast to that of collective information.  He says: “these men imbue my recollections of fieldwork with much of their emotional tone, and this book, albeit they cannot read it  (own emphasis) as an extention of conversations with them.  Because they cannot answer back – because I am no longer the fringes of the interpretive associations within which the rituals I describe take place – the conversation has become a monologue” The emphasis is on the observation “albeit they cannot read it” because it raises an important issue: Were the information in the local language either in print or recorded on tape, it could   be accessed: it could be “read”  in various ways at first hand, by the subject of the research or the owners of the knowledge that is being analysed and synthesised in the light of  foreign theories.
Is the local language-based product, of itself, not sufficiently valuable to the African community as a reflection of who they are, at the point of data collection and as a validation of a local knowledge system, whilst it is still recognisable to the local community informants?   It may be argued that the researcher’s purpose is for his/her own benefit and the local community is a subject of research, once the research permit is granted or a contract is struck.  Perhaps the agreement or permission granted to researchers to conduct research needs to be reviewed. It should deliberately facilitate a contractual obligation for the provision of a copy of primary data to a national research organisation as part of heritage and as a contributor to information access.
It is a well documented fact that African communities generally have a diminished appreciation of indigenous knowledge systems (IKS). Imperialism successfully implanted the perception that IKS is worthless or shameful because it did not fit into the colonial education system, its scientific notions and/or the missionary world view.  (e.g. perception of all traditional healing practices as witch craft resulting in some cases to criminalization of the practise of this form of healing; the demonisation of belief  in the ancestral spirit world). The recognition of cultural diversity and the concept of African Renaissance, however, provides an opportunity and platform on which the value of  African IKS may be restored to its  legitimate status in communities and be explored as a significant knowledge system on par with others such as IKS in the Asian communities.
The process of exchange of information through the presentation of collected  knowledge (data to the researcher) in the local language to the community at large, reinforces the communal process and sets another cycle of information exchange that strengthens local critical analysis or interpretation and thus foster understanding through engagement and debate. The representation of the data to the community from which it was extracted is like holding up a mirror to see oneself and enhances a self-validation process within the community: an essential step in the development of critical self-awareness. Last, but not least, the process might enhance the community based critical analysis of their situation through knowledge sharing processes in line with ”in-built intellectual capacities of human societies to conceptualise the possible mastery of the  [issues of concern]-i.e. adaptation and assimilation”Silue,2003,51.
Thus local communities become empowered, not only to talk authentically about themselves, but also develop “a literacy that is much more than reading and writing, but rather that it is a part of a larger political entity”. Lisa Delpit, 1955  i.e. develop critical literacy using a shared language: local community/subgroup discourses for consciously advancing knowledge about themselves.

The importance of this ‘feedback’ data as an archival source of information is immeasurable. It is the raw, corpus of local knowledge received from the owners of IKS and is thus heritage.  The availability of technology facilitates recording of the researcher and informants discourse as an archival record.  It may further be of use during community discussions of issues raised by the researcher, thus provide an invaluable medium to capture community thought in the local language, hence providing information access for the community, beyond reliance on orality.
Challenges

There are challenges and opportunities for researchers 

i. engagement with the notion of being facilitators of enhancement of IKS through direct engagement on the shared knowledge
ii. development of ethical procedures for facilitating such bridges to information access and knowledge creation.
iii. Selection of technologies that are most suited for enhancing discussion and fit in with orality (e.g. video)
iv. Development of financial models that is inclusive of all stages and collaborative activities with other stakeholders.
v. For librarian the challenges of preservation metadata creation and accessibility issues including intellectual property rights.

According to UNESCO there are 800million illiterate people in the world. A sizeable percentage of those who cannot read are in Africa. The availability of information communication technologies that facilitate information transfer without reliance on reading, is an invaluable tool for facilitating the development of an inclusive knowledge society.

Scholarly communications and Sub Sahara African academic libraries.

The university environment in Africa has been greatly affected by the countries economic decline, as well articulated by Professor Olukoshi in the Aegis (2005) plenary discussion on the “Strengthening the foundations of Social Science Research in Africa”. The impact of these economic constraints has deeply affected the quality of academic libraries, which import 99% of the materials that support learning, teaching and research.  The decline of the state of academic Libraries in Sub Saharan Africa is well documented by several authors such as Levey (1993) Rosenberg (1993) and Zeleza (1997).  The inability of academic libraries to support research and scholarly activities for academics resulted in a crisis of confidence trust: where collections are outdated the academic library is side lined both in the teaching and research processes: it becomes merely a study room.

Donor funding, that tends to be concentrated on select countries, has over the last decade contributed to limited improvements to book collections.  The high escalation of journal subscription costs, and aggregation of journal titles into electronic databases has added another dimension to the crisis of access to scholarly communication: the availability of information communication technologies and adequacy of infrastructure in libraries.

A 2005 survey on digital libraries in 17 countries in Sub Saharan Africa indicates that only 31% of academic libraries are connected to University Wide Internet Networks.  It is noted, however, that the speed and reliability of Internet connection poses a major challenge.  (Rosenberg (2005, 16). 

The difficulties highlighted above have a direct impact on Africa based scholars and researchers.  Access to “reputable” referred journal is seriously compromised.  Dependence on donor support does not guarantee sustained access.  Africa scholar are thus starved of products of scholarly communications in all disciplines including outputs of Africanist researches.  Research on local African issues provide an opportunity.  However, research in these issues also demand extensive literature reviews, in keeping with the universal scholarly tradition.

How then can library systems facilitate the building of a knowledge community?  Dialogue among Africanist libraries in the North and those in Africa around specialist country focused research would provide a basis for understanding of issues from all sides.

The availability of information on scholarly outputs through databases and portals is an excellent resource if African academic libraries can afford to purchase these.

Legal deposit laws in most Anglophone countries require the deposit of dissertations and theses as products of research in a given country. It is normal that a number of papers are subsequently published, based on the research data or theses.  These products are usually not considered as deserving to be deposited in the countries of origin.  Is this an area that should be explored, in partnership, between the North and South librarians and negotiated with researchers? as a contribution to information access and creation of knowledge in Africa?

How can we facilitate the value of information as a common good?  How can we facilitate broad distribution of products of Africanist scholarly research and an inclusive knowledge society at the Researcher/scholar level?

The development of the Open Access movement in the sciences provides a useful model for investigation by Africanists.  The provision of access to African libraries of peer-reviewed articles located in pre-print archives that are being developed in academic institutions of the North, as part of the Open Access movement, needs to be explored by both scholars and librarians.
Conclusion
Success in the creation of a global knowledge society is dependent on equitable access to information by all communities and on information use by all to create their own meanings and development.  The contribution of Africanist researchers and Librarians to improvement of information access by local communities on locally extracted research data in the mother tongue  is a challenge that must be explored from various angles and as part of the fundamental ethical principles of these stakeholders. This short presentation seeks to provoke discussion within the AEGIS community and encourage stakeholders to embrace new meanings of intellectual property whilst advancing research frontiers, in partnership with the subjects of the study. The colonial approach to data gathering can no longer be justified. 
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